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215 af ire 97 many in di 22 ent pariſh who 
| heard the enſuing Diſcourſe, the advice of Judici- 
0115 friends, with the author's own ſenſe of the 


'.- imporpance of the i ubjett handled in it, have en- 


couraged him to venture it abroad in the world, ho- 
ping that it may afford ſome inſtruction and eſta- 
bliſhment to common minds in ſo intereſting a point. 

He has endeavored to avail himſelf of the light + 
held out in ſome very able publications of the pre- 

fent day, in ſupport of the doctrine here defended, 
aud has taken pains to repreſent the main argu=' 
mente, and the replies to ohjections, in as conciſe, 
plain, and convincing a point of view, as his 
ſubje# would well admit, for the benefit of ſuch 
as have not leiſure or ability to follow a long 5 
chain of cloſe metaphy ſi, ical diſquiſi tion and rea- 
ſoning. Though the author thought it important to 


"Ty point out the evil tendency and conſequences f 
nia of the truth here maintained, yet he is 
an far from charging all who think or expinſs them- 


ſelves differently from him on this ſubject, avich * *: 
allowing, much leſs directly eſpouſing, or deft gn 
edly promoting theſe conſequences : he his Ba in 

the aſſurance that many of them do not. Num. 

bers of this claſs he greatly efteems and loves for 
their many excellent accompliſhments both of head 
and heart but as he is firmly perſuaded of the 
truth and importance of the doctrine here pleaded 


for, he cannot but view dhe appoſite principle it 


the light of 4 d e In bis preſent | © E 


attempt therefore, he thinks be is performing an 
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2. Cnzontctes XXV. * 


And he did that which was right i in "the 
. ht of the Lord, but abt "WE: a. 
Perfect G bear. 


ps 225 H E s E words are ſpoken of 


7 Amaziah, one of the kings of 


1 Ie Judah ; and they preſent us, it 


The 7 7 5 I may fo ſpeak, with his moral Y ol 
go * picture in miniature, or give 
a ſummary view of his character, dr awn 


3 by the unerring hand of Inſpiration. - 


Ir ſhall be hs buſineſs of this diſcourſe 


to explain and confirm the true import E 


this text, and the character given in it, and 


then to raiſe ſuch obſervations as ſhall ap- 


pear to be a pes . or deducible 
from Ir, 


Now, when it Is faid of wüde that | 


he did that which Was right, the natural 1 


and obvious meaning is, that in ſome inſtan- f 
ces he blog that Which was in ſome reſpect 5 
5 . agreeable 
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agreeable to the will or law of God, which 
is the great ſtandard of right. A man's 
character and actions are right, juſt ſo far, 
and ino farther than they are conformable 
to the rule of duty: and accordingly, when 
ſacred hiſtory tells us that Amaziah and 
others did right, did well, &c. it conveys 
preciſely the fame idea, as if it had been 
laid, that in ſome inſtances and reſpects they 
ated conformably to the divine command, 
and did what was their duty, And what 
greatly confirms and ſupports this conſtrue- 
tion is, that it is here ſaid of this prince, 
not barely that he did right, but that he did 15 
what was right IN THE SIGHT OF THE | 
| LORD ; which ſtrong phraſe manifeſtly im- 
ports chat he did ſome things, which not 
only had a fiir appearance in the view of 
weak and fallible inen; bur which were re- 
ally” right in the view of that Omniſcient 
Being, who ſees all actions and . J 5 
as they are, . 
TRE infoired hiſtorian having g given this. 
favorable account of ſome part of Amazi- 
an's conduct, proceeds in the latter part of 
| the verſe to hold np to view the dark fide. 
of his character: having repreſented. him 
as doing that which was right, &c. he adds, 
but not with a perfect heart; that is, his heart 
: was not eee and thoroughly enga- 
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ged for God and bene regard t to 
truth and duty was not univerſal, impartial, 
uniform and perſevering. In ſhort, he had 
not that hearty and ſupreme reſpect to the 
bleſſed God, which diitinguiſhes the truly 
good and holy man from the ungodly and 
the ſinner, and which is neceſſary to lay a 
foundation for ſpiritual, univerſal, and per- 
ſevering obedience to the divine commands. 
The. word PERFECT, when applied in {crip- 
ture to the hearts or moral characters of 
men ſince the fall, muſt not be underſtood 
in a ſtrict legal ſenſe, but in the mild, qua- 
lified ſenſe of the goſpel. Men are ſaid to 
be perfect or to have perfect hearts in the 
evangelical ſenſe, when there is a perfection 
of parts, though: not of degrees 3 that is, 7 
when they have a ſince rand g governing re- 
ect to the whole object of regard, or to 
all the parts of duty, as pointed out in the 
divine commands, though the degree ; and in- 
tenſeneſs of their affections and exercilcs 
| with regard to theſe objects, fall far ſhort of 
the requirements of the law in every in- 
ſlance. In this caſe they may he ſaid to be 
osjscrivzEl xx perfect, though not s8UBJEC. *. 
WW TIVELY: they are perfect ie wit in re- 
9 gard of the ſincerity of their affections, 
aims, and endeavors, though very defective 
a8 to the. ſtrength of them, When. nere 
* 5 fore of 


„ , 
fore a perfect here's is denied of Amaziah. 
in the text, it amounts to a declaration that 
he was void of gracious ſincerity; ſo that 
the real ; import of the whole character here 
given him is plainly this; that he did his 
duty in ſome caſes and reſpolts, but yet 
was deſtitute of a holy or renewed temper 
of mind. Therefore the grand DOCTRI- 


NAL OBSERVATION flowing from the text 
is this, * 
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am ſenſible that this pafige and others 1 the Me 
tenor, have been explained by ſame in a ſenſe quite different | 
from that given above. It has been ſaid, that when God 
Jpeaks of praceleſs perſons under the old teſtament, as having 
done right, wall, &c be does not in theſe inſtances ſpeak as 
ibe omniſcient Searcher" of hearts, but has reſpe# only to 
What wat vijibie, or to ther external profeſſion and conduc} + 
cg accordingly be ſpeats of them and their aflions, as goed, when, 
0 they outward!y app peared 75 be fo, though he Ene w them at 
the ſame time to be wholly wrong and wicked. Upon this £ 
beg leave to make the following remarks : Firſt, Ibis Hypo- 
thefis is direckly contrary to the plain literal ſenſe of many 
Y  tuſpired texts, which expreſs!y aſſert, that one and another. 
? 4 acelejs man did right, aid according to the command nent of 
ive Lord, &c. but this ſehen? Jays, they did nothing ich 
was right in ay rejpect, but only ſeemed !o do right, But 
certainly we ou bt not thus to evade and contradid the letter 
of the ſacred text, unleſs there is an abſolute neceſſity, and a 
 Jull warrant for it from reaſon or ſcripture. Toe literal 
and moſt natural ſenſe is always 10 be preſerred lo a fgura - 
live one, unleſs there appear plain and convincing reafons s 
be . But ſecondly; It does not appear that there 
. . h reaſon or warrant in tte preſent caſe, to ſupport 
| 10 's unna Kare Nee confirufi 7111.8 4 | as indeed, ter 4 
|  bpers © 
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Pexsoxs in a ſtate of unrenewed nature 


may perform ſome things which are 


their duty, or which in ſome reſpects 
are truly richt. 1 


fler are ſeveral: ai in the od reftament, in which God 
evidently” ſpeaks after the manner of men, and not as the 
earcher of bears: but this by no means proves that our 
text and other paſſages of the like import, are to be under- 
hood in this manner. Nay, there ſeems to be as great reaſon 
and neceſſity for underſt anding our text literally, as there is 
for conſtruing ſome others figuratively , for the very cha- 
rater bere given of Amaziab neceſſarily implies that ſome 
reſpett was bad to his heart ; for it is bere ſaid of him that 
bis heart was not perfect, even when his external behaviour 
is declared to be right ; which ſeems to be a demonſtration, 
| that God ſpeaks as the Searcher of hearts in reference to this 
man, and not merely in conformity to his viſible conduff. If 
it be ſaid, in anſwer lo this, that his external bebavicur was 
not altogether right, and by this it appeared that bis heart 
was not perfect; it is eaſy to reply, that if his conduft were 
ſuch as diſcovered that bis heart was not upright, it will fol- 
low, upon the bypotbeſis we are now oppoſing, that it appear- 
ed from his conduct, that he did no duty at all; nothing which 
= tas right in any ſenſe for, according to this ſcheme, no exter- 
= 7a! action can be right in any reſper, unleſs the. heart be ſo; 
and of courſe no outward conduct can appear right, any fur- 
= her than there is the appearance of a good heart; ſo that 
usgon theſe principles, Amaziah apparently did what was 
= 1:22 or boly, and according) appeared io have an upright 
HE +eart ; but till it appeared from bis condułt that be had not 
== 7 upright heart, and conſequently did nothing which was . 
= right | | What abſurdity and contradidtion is here | But it will 
be ſaid, When Amaziab is repreſented as baving done right, 
the meaning is, that ſome part of bis conduct, taken by itſelf, © 
fend to be 800d, and 40 evidence a good hear t, and accord- 
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would anſwer ; this character of him which we have in the + 
text, was drawn after his death, at a time when his whole 
condut} (and not merely # »me detached pieces of it) appeared 
in one full and clear view; when all the figns be had ever 
_ given eilber of a good heart or a bad one, were at once before 
the eyes of the in pired h torian Now for the ſacred pen- 
man, or rather for the Holy Gh in ſuch circumſtances, and 
uon ſuch a view of things, io give this charatter of him, 
that be did that which was right, but not with a perfef? 
= heart, is, according to the notion we are impleading, as much 
WG #540 /ay, be appears, from a view of the whole of bis beba - 
visar, to have bad a perſect bears, and yet it appears from 
1 tbe ane view, that be had not — he appears on the whole ts 
mu * bave done what was good and holy, and yet be appears ts 
| have had no inward ſincerity, and therefore to have done no- 
i 
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Nl 
[t 
{; 
i Tar crack of this has PINT een Pro. | 
_——_— 
"1 ved in ſome degree, from the aſſertion con- 
4 x 
1 tained in the text. But in order more ful. 
pf 4 88 £1 3 | | 5 . 4 5 SS ; 7 | 
hi ly to elacidate and confirm this important 
TH | = _— | y 09 7 277 «1? 7 135 * N 3 bY 
F turly is ſtiled right or Holy, by God, conformably to its appears 
3 ence ; bu: yet by conſid:ring the wb de of his behaviour toge- 
1 ther, in one connected view, it plainly appeared that his heart 
. . wa, nos ſincere and that he really did no duty. But to this 7 
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thing which was holy — be appears to have been a true faint, 
21 yet it is evident that he was a hypocrite! | Thas this 
| typothef 5s makes the character given of this prince appear ve- 
y fravpe, ſelf contradictory, and ſenſeleſs : and there ſeems 
To be no way of clearing it from this manifeſt abſurdity, and 
making it conſiſtent with itſelf and with goed Jenſe. but by 
underſtanding it azcording to the plain literal import of the 
 Hatted text. Aſter all, it is readily granted that there is an 
important ſenſe, in which it may truly be affirmed that God 
pate and conducted towards or reſpefting men under the old _ 
teſtament diſpen/ation, agreeably to their external behaviour, 
and not to whe e or 3 of their bearis: far "ard 5 
| Ca © 5 
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| 900 Aten Point 1 propoſe, in thi fert 
place, to lay before you a number of b 
convineing arguments in ſupport of it; 
and then endeavor to obviate the moſt ma- 


terial objections and difficulties which are 
urged againſt it. 


Now. the principal arsuments ly which | | 


the truth.of the doctrine is demonſtrated. 
and ſapported, arc ſuch 3 as theſe, 


* 
\ , 


poral 1 and un ben were 5 the eis "oniflitit 


nion expreſily annexed lo external obedience and diſobedience— 


God required of that people an outward obſervance ef his 


laws, as their political Sovereign ; and he approved and re- 
warded this with external bleſſings, whether their hearts 
were graciouſly , Hincere or not. But then it is to be obſer ved. 


that in doing theſe external things required of them as the 
condition of temporal favors, they 7 far did their duty, and 
ts ſuch, God commended and rewarded it, which he neuer 
would have done; had there been nothing i in it but fin. And 


it dejernes further remark that God in requiring, approvings : 
and rewarding this external obgdi:nce, had reſpect not merely, 
to the yiſible motien of their bodies, - which in itſelf conſider- 


ed, was nitber duly nor ſin, it 8 ſomething which a ; 


mere machine is capable of; but aiſo to thoje imperate ass i 


of ihe will or rational. ſoul, founded on a natural ſenſe of, 


and regard to the divine authority and law, which . ey were, 
capable of, without A fegentrate heart ; and which conflitu-, : 
ted the fubftance and morality of their performances, and de. 


nominated them infances of obedience, rational, voluntary, 


= external obedience to the law of God—ſo that in this view, 5 1 
Cod was really the Starcher of bearts, even in the characi m E 4 
of the political king af Tfrael, It appears then,. 1 thikk, 2 2 
155 from every view of the matter, that the literal conftruftion . 
+, Ly eur text 8 2 7 GE Lagen Is and mul 50 Jo! truth, "41 
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well as the principles, m 


5 | 


Fr usr. The Aol low DINAS the S 5 


ternal acts of the will, or thoſe which are 
exerted in producing outward effects, as 


well as thoſe which are wholly internal: it 

requires that the action itſelf be right, as 
otives, and ends of 

it; for there is a right and a wrong in action, 


as well as in temper and principle. Accor. + 
| dingly, the divine law, and indeed, every 
man's natural conſcience, | enjoins and ap- 


proves of ſome external actions as in them- + 


felves right and good, and forbids and con- 
5 demns Shad as in themſelves. wrong and 


evil. Now from hence ariſes a diſtin and 
ſeparate obligation upon us, to perform 855 
the ſubſtance of thoſe right actions required in 

the divine command, as well as to do them in 


a right manner and to right ends, There is a 


fo diſtinct obligation. lying upon us to perform 
EACH PART of what God and conſcience 


pronounce to be our duty, as well as a ge- 
peral obligation to perform the whole; and 


the guilt of any ſinful action is more or leſs 
enhanced, in proportion as it deviates from 
the rule of duty in more or fewer reſpects. 
Hence thex omiſſion of the external part of 
duty is in itſelf ſinful, diſtinck from thge 
want of right principles and ends: Days”. 
though a perſon ſhould exerciſe a good 
principle f in neglectin 8 a external action 


_ whiels | 
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which Cod 558 e his neg 
would ſtill be ſinful. Now, if the omiſſion | 
of external actions commanded by God is 
in itſelf wrong and ſinful, it neceſlarily fol- 
lows, that the doing of them is in itſelf 
right, and a duty; otherwiſe the neglect of 
them would not be at all criminal in itſelf 
conſidered, nor would it add in the leaſt 
a perſon's ſtock of guilt; From all which 
it clearly follows, that ſince the unregene- 
rate may, and ſometimes do perform en 
external things as God has enjoined, they 
may and do in this reſpect pgform. N | 
„which is their diity. 8 
I,xẽ to evade the force of this argument, 4 
any ſhould object, that there is an abſurdity 5 
in ſuppoſing any moral good or evil in a 
man's bodily actions, vonſider ed ſeparately 
from his heart, which is the grand ſource 
of all good or evil exerciſes in a moral 
view: 1 anſwer, when we ſpeak of the ſub⸗ 
ſtance of a 2800 action, or the matter of 
duty, as diſtin from the manner, prin- ; 
ciple and end, we do not mean the _ 
mere motion of the body, abſtracted from 
all exerciſes of the mind; but we intend 
ne voluntary choice and endeavor of the Ig 
1 agent to produce ſome external effect requi- 5 
ts, red 'in the divine command: and this act 
1 of the will in chuſing and executing ſome- | 
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. 15 1 4 2 
| thing which God has commanded, is in its 


own nature a moral action, and is a duty 
in itſelf, abſtract from its attending circum- ; 


a 


2 ſtances, as we have juſt proved-------to ſup- 
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poſe otherwiſe, or that there is no morality 
in ſuch acts of the will, ſeems to deftroy all 
. diſtinction of actions, and to make them all 
| equally and perfectly indifferent, conſider- 
ed in themſelves ; inſomuch that the moſt . 
attrocious pieces of conduct, ſuch as wilful 
lying, theft, murder, have, upon this prin. 
pie, no moral evil in their own nature, 
any more than their oppoſites ; Nor can we 
; determineqwhether they be virtuous or viei- 
ous, when we ſee them knowingly com- 
mitted, unleſs we know what deſigns or 
views the agent had beyond that of | the : 
bare commiſſion, But what a ſhocking and 
dangerous conſequence 1 is this ! how repug- 
- nant to our common reaſon and conicience, 
'as well az to the bihſ ses. 
Bur ſome; to invalidate our argument, 
will object, that love is all which is required 
ol us, and that external acts of conformity 


1 the divine commands are right and good, 


only as expreſſions of love to God; other- , 


wiſe they are nothing but fin. i 18:readÞ. 4 


1y granted, in anſwer to this objection, that 
love 1 is in a ſenſe the ſum of true religion . 3 
as on the one hand there can be no holy | 
Exerciles 
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j- exerciſes or ſpirtual obedidice whhont1] ir, 
2 and on the other, where this is, it radically 
: contains, ,and (when guided by a rightly _ 


informed conſcience) naturally and, effectu- 
ally leads to the due performance of all 
other duties; and in this ſenfe all the ex- 
ternals of religion may be faid to be com- 
prehended in love, as they fundamentally —— 
ſubſiſt in it, and ase natural and fit expreſ- 
ſions of it. But all this is tar from prov- . 
ing that theſe externals are not duties in 
themſelves conſidered; ſo far from it, that 
it ſeems to me to prove directly the cohtra-„ 
ry: for if there were no antecedent obliga- A 
tion to perform theſe external duties ab- 
ſtractly conſidered, they would not be na- 
tural and fit ways of expreſſing love, anxe 
more than their oppoſites; - and conſequent- 4 
ly, love would ſee no reaſon to prefer, nor 
would it lead to the choice and practice of 
dhe former, any more than of the latter 1 
- WS for let it be conſidered, right affection. diſ- 3 
| poles and leads to right action, and to that 
only; * that is, it diſpoſes' a man to per- 
form thoſe things, and thoſe only which he 
judges to be his duty true love will never 
prompt him to do an external action, in 
x which he ſees no + prior: moral ſineſs, or to 
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enjoining it. 
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thex performance of which ks ſees and feels 


no kind of obligation either from its own _ 
or the command of God 


acts of obedience in themſelves conſidered, 


in order to their being proper and natural 


expreſſions of love. Beſides, to ſay that _ 


the externals of religion” are duties or good 
actions, only as ſigns and fruits of love ; 
etherwiſe they are materially evil, 


involves 4. 
the moſt intolerable abſurdities, and leads 
to the molt dangerous conſequences-foꝝ bs 
will follow from hence, that nothing is re- 
_ quired of the unregenerate, which they can 
do while ſuch; for if the externals of reli- 
gion are, required only as exprefſions of 


love, then we are not bound to the perior- . - 


' mance of them, except on} ſuppoſition 'of 
love; ; conſequently, the nartgenerare being 
deſtitute of this principle, are under no 
obligation by divine command to do any 
external action while 1 in that ſtate *. Yea, ; 
it will follow that it is abſolutely unlawful 


| and wicked for a man, while unregenerate,  ' 
to pay his juſt debts, to ſpeak the truth, T6. 
5 do acts of juſtice and mer ICY» to 0 rea Venn. 


* "What FT mean by ſuch expr, 1075 55 AN are not bag 7 
to 40 50 king 4 without * e, rate 2 N 


There muſt therefore be a 


morality in, or an obligation to the outward | 


or pray, or to 4s any bal action what: 
ever; that he had much better omit theſe 
A things than do them; nay, that he is bound 
in duty to refrain from them ; for it is cer- 
tainly our duty to refrain from that which 
sc wholly ſinful, as theſe things are, upon 
che principle we are now conſidering, when. 
done without holy love. It will likewiſe 
170 follow, that a man ought to have prepon- 
derating evidence, if not a full aſſurance, 
that he is in a regenerate ſtate, and in the 
preſent exerciſe of love, in order to his 
 warrantably doing any external action what- _ 
ever: for if he doubts. whether he has a 
4 principle of holy love, and whether it be 
now in exerciſe or not, he muſt be in equal 
doubt whether what he propoſes to do will 
be the matter of duty or ſin; and conſe- 
quently, he will act preſumpruouſly, and 
will ſtand condemned by his own conſci- 5 
ence, if he does it; agreeably to that apo- 
ſtolical rule, he rhat- doubteth, is damned, or 
condemned, if he eat-----=-for whatever is not 1. 
faith 16. fi 7n----that is, whatever action a man 
does, if he has not a full belief, at the time, 
that it is lawful and right for him to do it, 
he is guilty of ſinful prefumprion 1 in ven- 
turing upon it, and his own miſgiving 
'£ Sonſcience: at once ondemns him for 2 J 
ts 5 Sos it | 
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ite Thisrale,upon the prigetple d weare e lo 
: eg cuts off not only the whole un- 
regenerate world, but all real chriſtians who.” 
have. not, at the't time, entire ſatisfaction ov 
mind reſpeQing the 4. incerity and preſent, . 
exerciſe of their love to God--it cuts off all 
ſuch from any religious duty whatever, and 
makes it as really unwarrantable for them 
to pray to their heavenly F ather, or to do 
any thing which he has commanded, as to 


commit direct acts of wickedueſs. and ac- 


cordingly, it is part of the duty of Chriſt's 


miniſters to caution all ſach againſt ventu- 


ring to do any thing in religion whatever, 
'yea, to warn them againſt, hearing them- 
ſelves preach the word of ſalvation ! ! ! But 
theſe conſequences are ſo inſufferable, thar 


they loudly proclaim the falſity of the. prin- 8 


ciple from whence they flow: and therefore 
dur firft. argument in favor of the doctrine 
ſtill ſtands firm, and appears concluſive. 


ment, which 1 is as follows ee Ws 


We there fore proceed to a Second Argu- 
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* 7 bis text in A xiv 2 3. < aa is not t of faith 7 is 
An) is greatly miſunderfood and miſapplied by thoſe ubs 


mate ue of it to prove that all external ads of. obedi- 


ence done without a principle of ſaving faith, are nothing . 
But fan: for it has no reference to faith, in 15:5 2 
but merely in the ſens given above, as all expoſitors 
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God encourages men to attend the rica 
bf grade, while unregenerate that he has 
jet hein know, either by the declarations 
df his word; or by fact and experience, chat 
this is the molt likely way to eſcape the 
preteſt evil; and obtain the greateſt good. 
It is generally granted that that knowledge, 
illumination, conviction, which is ordinari- 
ly preparatory to converſion, and which is 
neceſſary in order to the exerciſe of faith 
and repentance, is to be expected only in 
the uſe of the inſtituted means; yea, that 
the new heart, ſavipg faith in Chriſt and 
intereſt in his redemption; are communica- 
ted and obtained in the fame way; inſo r! 
much that this is not barely the moſt likely, 
but the oN likely way to obtain regene- 
ration and ſalvation. Now if God has giv- 
en ſuch ſtrong ground of encouragement 

Ito ſinners to attend upon means, it neceſſa- 
rily follows that ſuch an attendance is not. * 
itſelf. ſinful, - but 1s right, and their duty : 
bor to ſuppoſe the contrary would infer that 

Jod encourages men to ſin. If the ſin- 

| ner's attendance on means is nothing but 

Poe by poeriſy, enmity againſt God, &c. 

5 both as to matter and manner; and if at 
che ſame time God encourages this attend- 
| ANCE, as. che wa. in | Wen We beſtows the - 

3 — 


r 

; [18 ] 
greateſt of all bleſſi ings, even ſpiritual and 
eternal life-----if both theſe premiſes are ad- 
mitted, the concluſion will inevitably fol- 
low, that God encourages men to exerciſe 
the moſt wicked enmity, rebellion, and hy- 
pocriſy, as the means of obtaining the grea- 
teſt good he has to beſtow. * There is no 


way to avoid this horrible concluſion, but 


by diſtinguiſhing between that which God 


encourages ſinners to do, which is not ſin, 


but duty, and thoſe ſinful circumſtances 


that attend their performances, which are 


not encouraged, but forbidden. 


A THIRD ARGUMENT in ſupport of the 


doctrine | is this-----Many of the exerciſes of 
unregenerate perſons under the goſpel, both 


internal and external, are the effects of a 
divine influence upon their minds. Beſides 


\ 


AY 


* Should any deny or demand proof, that Iten means 
is the ordinary ay in which God beſtows his ſaving ble 


' ence of thegeneration of Ged's children; who, 1 doubt not 
can all, at leaſt with very few exceptions, agree in this teſ- 


timony, tht they were firſt rouzed to a digtreffng ſenſe ef 


their lin and miſery, and bence excited to an earne#t uſe of 
appointed means; and that in this way their convittion 
das cheriſhed and encreaſed, till at Jength in the lame way 
and means they have been ſavingly converted. And that 


this was the ordinary method of the Spirit in the days of | 
- Chriſt and his A; »jiles is exceeding plain from ſeripture— 
See Mall. xi. 12. Tube Xvi. 16. Als XVit 11. 
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ings, I might confidently refer them to the united experts + 
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the general concurrence of God with our 
natural powers and cxerciſes as the God of 
nature, there is an influence of a ſuperior 
kind, which he affords ſinners as the God 
of grace. Thus God ſtrove more than a 
hundred years by bis Spirit with the old 
world. And ſince the goſpel - diſpenſation 
is emphatically the miniſtration of the Spirit, 
we have reaſon to conclude there is a more 
copious divine influence goes along with its 
external offers, commands and inſtitutions, 
whereby ſinners are excited and enabled to 
ſuch an attendanee on the means it pre- 
ſcribes, as often terminates in their ſaving 
good. Whenever men under the goſpel \, 
attend its external duties in a ſerious enga- 

ged manner, or do any actions materially 

good from a conſcientious ſenſe of duty, they 

are inwardly moved to it by the Spirit of 
God-----it is he who aſſiſts and ſtirs them up 

in ſuch caſes to hear, read, and pray; who 
excites thoſe ſerious thoughts, deſires, reſolu- 

tions of which they are ſometimes conſci; 

ous : depraved nature left to itſelf would 
never lead to theſe exerciſes ; they are 

W therefore to be aſcribed to grace, which 

9 in this ſenſe prevents all human endeavors. 
We may therefore certainly conclude that 
FEY exerciſes are not in themſelves ſinful, . } 
but right to ſuppoſe other wiſe would im- 
"0 „„ by, — 
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wy that the holy Spirit in ** Nay is 

the author of ſin /; that his inward influen- 

ces prompt men to ſuch acts as are directly 
contrary to his written commands; and 
hat the tendency. and fruits of his 0 
operations are wholly oppoſed to thaſe of 
bis ſaving: but ſurely to ſuppoſe theſe 
things of the holy Spirit of God ; is equally 
abſurd and impious.— Which leads us to 

a FoukTH ARGUMENT in proof of the 
point, which is near akin to the; Prece⸗ 
ding. Fo 85 
Tas holy Spirit js the EY S 
of ſin: hence if there was nothing right; 
1 nothing but ſin in the beſt exerciſes and 
doings of the unregenerate, we may con- 
clude the holy Spirit would always convince 
men of. this, whenever he operated on their 
minds! in a way of conviction and humilia- 
tion-----nay, if this were the real character 
of all unregenerate doings, a ſinner could 
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1 not be truly and thoroughly convinced of, 
| and humbled for his ſinfulneſs, unleſs this = 
* were brought into view; that is, unleſs he 12 
were made to ſee in a clear, heart - affecting | 
light, that all the inſtances of his praying, .. 
| reading, hearing, meditating; all his acts . 
| of juſtice, charity, &c. had been ſo many 

direct exerciſes of enmity. and rebellion. MW 

againſt God as to the very. matter of the 

performance, 


0 


8 


„ 


— OY 


1 


performance;- and that it would be Wholly 
ſinfal for him to proceed any farther in 


theſe. exerciſes, until he was ſavingly renew 
ed: the conſequence of which would. be, 
that in proportion to the ftrength andi mms 


fluence of his convictions,” he would natu- 
rally be diſeouraged and broken off from 


any further attendance on means, and a 
killing damp would come upon, and put a 


period to all his zeal and engagedneß in 
this buſineſs, But is this the caſe; with awas 


kened, convicted finners ? - Surely, no: fact 
and experience loudly proclaim the. contra- 
ry. The moſt clear and abaſing views 
which ſuch perſons have of their ſinfulneſs, 


never lead them to think that it is not duty, 
but ſin, for them to attend means while un- 
regenerate . -they have indeed a deep 


and painful conviction of their criminality 
in not being governed by holy principles 
and ends in their performances: but ſtill 


© they think and feel themſelves ſtrongly: obli- 
= ged by duty; as well as intereſt, to attend 
the means of | converſion ; and this ſeriſe 
Jof obligation is uſually in proportion to the 
degree of light and conviction ;- inſomuch 
hat they never feel themſelves ſo forcibly: 
. * riven by conſcience, as well as felt-preſer- 
ation, to theſe external duties, as they are 
1 at thoſe ſeaſons when. their views of their 
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neſs at ſuch times in ſeeking ſalvation in the 


uſe of appointed means, that nothing can 


5 them from it. . 


I would juſt add, before I leave chis ar- 


gument, that if the beſt actions of the un- 


regenerate are nothing but ſin, all tlie re- 


generate ought' to, and actually do repent 
of every thing they did before regenerati- 
on, and in order to it; of all the inſtances 


of their praying and ſeeking” for ſaving 
grace, and of all their acts of juſtice and 
beneficence to mankind- they muſt be and 
are heartily ſorry and penitent that they 


ever attended thoſe very means which God 
has bleſſed to their ſaving good!! But is 
this poſſible? Is it rational? Do we find 


any thing like it in the experiences, the pe- 


nitential confeſſions, or the ſtanding public 
_ doctrines of the church of God from the 
beginning down to the preſent day? No- 


it has been the commonly taught and re- 
cCeived doctrine of the chriſtian church from 
its carlieſt period, that ſinners in perform- f 
ing the externals of religion do what is right 
and their duty. From the whole then we 
may fairly conclude chat the united experi- 
ence of true believers and convicted ſinners 


mall ages,. agrees with and confirms the 
i _ doctrine 


true charhcter- and ſtate are the moſt clear 
and affecting ſo great is their engaged: 
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| Jotrine we are laboring to eſtabliſh : to ſup⸗ 


pole therefore that this doctrine is not true 
would imply that the. Spirit of God when 
he convinces men of ſin and converts them 
from it, does not give them a true and full 
view of their ſinfulneſs, but on the contrary 
has in all ages led them to ſee and feel and 
act in a manner totally oppoſite to the truth. 
A FIFTH ARGUMENT may be taken from 
the ſecond chapter of Rom. 14th and 15th 
verſes; where the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the 
unenlightened Heathens, ſays, For when the 


things contained in the law, theſe having nat the | 


| law, are a law unto themſelves : which ſhew.the 

| work of the law written in their hearts, their 
I conſcience aiſo bearing witnefs, and their thoughts 
mean while accuſing, er elſe eæcuſing one another. 
I That the Apoſtle is here ſpeaking of the un- 

| I believing, unregenerate gentiles, is evident 
2 

from theſe three conſiderations---Firſt, They 
are ropreſented as doin 8 by nature things con- 
1 tained in the law, that is, by the mere light, 

. | dictates, and principles of nature : whereas 
5 W regenerate believers obey the law from high- 
ger Principles than nature, from principles 
Tb Which are ſupernatural, chriſtian, and ſpi- 
„ ritual. Secondly, They are repreſented as 
„ . Tins the law; whereas the believing 
6 gentiles had the law of God, to inſtruc them 
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Gentiles which have not the law, do by nature tbe 


tat 


is their Ab as fully as the Jews: Thifatjj 
Ide Apoſtle's ſcope in this paſſage is tu 
prove that the gentiles are a latu to themſelves 
/ which he n and concludes from theſe 
premiſes, viz. That though they have no 
revealed voy or rule of duty, yet they do 
the things contained in the law, and heres 
by evidence that they have a natural law. 
| written on their hearts, the law of reaſon 
and conſcience, which by dictating and apa 
proving ſome actions, and prohibiting and 
condemning others renders them in an im- 
portant ſenſe a law to themſelves. This 
| reaſoning is very juſt and concluſive, when 
applied to the unchriſtianized gentiles; but 
ſeems wholly impertinent, if underſtood of 
thoſe who were converted to chriſtianity : for 
| theſe had the written inſtructions both of 
the law and goſpel ; and therefore their do- 
[ing the things contained in the law under 
[ theſe ſuperior advantages, was no proof at 
all that they were a law to themſelves. 
Taking it for granted then (or rather pro- 
ved) that the Apoſtle! is here ſpeaking of the 
unconverted Reathens, let us ſee how di- 
rectly his aſſertion reſpecting them con- 
_ Thades in favor of our doctrine— he ex- 
preſsly ſays. that they do by nature things = 
contained in the law; that is, they practiſe 
many of thoſe datles for ſubſtance, which 
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the divine law oth are led by 1 
dictates of conſcience, and by the 1 innocent 
affections and principles of nature, aide 
by a common divine influence, to do many * 
things which are conformable in ſome re- 
ſpects to the great rule of right, and ſo to the 
will and law 105 their Creator - and hereby 
they ſhew theworkof the law writtenintheir hearts, 
that is, they make it evident by this exter- 
nal conformity to the rule of duty, that they 
have ſome notices of good and "evil engra- _ | 
ven on their minds, that their hearts do on 
many particulars dictate or forbid the ſame 
things with God's written law----in copſe- 
quence of all which, their conſcience and their 
thoughts by rurns accuſe or excuſe them, that is, 
their own judgment and moral ſenſe ſur- 

| veying their conduct, immediately and au- 
thoritatively pronounces ſome of their ac- 
tions right, and others wrong, and ap- 
proves or condemns the doers of them ac. 
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a 10 cordingly : all which laid together furniſh- 

i es as direct and demonſtrative proof of the 
point in hand as can well be imagined. 

1 = A SIXTH ARGUMENT in ſupport of the 

[5 175 doctrine may be drawn from the evident 
5 deſign of many goſpel- commands and pre- 

- ſeriptions. One great end which God had 

5 in view in the commands and appoint- 


ments of the goſpel, Was to influence and 
D „ excite 
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101 
excite ſinners to an external reformation 
and attendance on means FROM A coNVf - 
ION or DUTY, and in this way to carry 
into effect his deſigns of mercy towards 
them. Such an attendance on the means 
of grace as the unregenerate are capable 
-of,, may and does, by the appointment and 
| blefling of God, ſubſerve ſome of the good 

ends which he deſigned in preſcribing and 
en joining them. God has commanded ſin- 
ners to read and hear, to meditate and 
pray, becauſe it is his will and deſign that 
they ſhould be awakened, humbled, and 
converted in the way of their attendance 
to theſe duties; and becauſe he intended 
that thoſe commands ſhould influence them 
to ſuch attendance, by making them ſee and 
feel that this is both their duty and inte- 
reſt——a method this of dealing with and i 

operating on mankind highly becoming the i 
wiſdom of God, and entirely adapted to 
the make of rational, moral, and active crea- 
tures. We hence infer that when ſinners 
are excited ſeriouſly to attend theſe com- 
manded duties, they ſo far comply with 
God's command and deſign, and in this re- 
ſpect do what is their duty. To throw the 
more light upon this argument, let us par- 
ticularly attend to that direction of our Sa- 
viour to the. unbelieving Tone Search the 
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1 ans for in them ye think ye have "_ 
life ; and they are they that reſtify of me. 

this in its primary and obvious import, re- 
quires and encourages unbelievers to attend 
to the ſcriptures, in order to obtain a true 
knowledge of, and faith in Jeſus Chrift---- 
for the perſons to whom it was addreſſed, 
were not only unregenerate, but were 
greatly prejudiced againſt Chriſt, and would 
not ſeriouſly attend to the evidences of his 
divine miſſion--When our Saviour there- 
fore directs perſons in theſe circumſtances 
to ſearch the ſeriptures, he plainly intends 
to excite and engage them to look into the 
ſacred writings, and ſtudy them with cloſe- 
neſs and diligence, as the means of obtain- 
ing that light and conviction of his true 
character as the promiſed Meſſiah, which 
might prepare. them for a ſaving cloſure _ 
with him. That this is the. true meaning 
W will farther appear, if we conſider that at- 


— 


= tending to the ſcriptures is a divinely ap- 


= pointed and well adapted mean of inſtruct- 
ing, convincing, and humbling ſinners; and 
171 bringing chem: to true faith as well as of 

1 edifying and confirming ſaints---and it be- 
ing neceffary that theſe Jews ſhould be firſt 

iQ inſtructed, convinced, and brought to be- 
1 n by the inſtrumentality of the W | 
ED kures, 
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tures, we have che deu reaſon to conclude. 


that Chriſt had this firſtly or primarily in 
view; that is, that he meant to ſtir them up 
to attend to the ſacred writings antecedent- 
ly to favivg faith, and as a mean in order 


to it.—-Should any deny or doubt whether 


attendance to the ſcriptures is a divinely 


appointed mean of ſaving faith and- con- 
verſion which ſinners are bound to uſe for 
that end, 1 would obſerve, that the duty of 
the unregenerate to read and hear God's 


word before and in order to faith, may be 
inferred barely from his giving it to them 


in its written and preached inſtitution to | 
be the great external inſtrument of their 
ſalvation. Since God has made a revela- 


tion of his wit and grace in his word, in 


which. he addreſſes himſelf to ſinners as 
well as ſaints, and has appointed the preach- 
ing of it as a ſtanding ordinance for the 


inſtruction, | conviction, and converſion of 


the one, as well as for the. edification of the 


other; it is certainly the duty of the for- 
mer to attend to it, while ſuch, as well as 
the latter---the very inſtitution of preach- | = 
ing, as a ſtanding mean of inſtruction and 
faith infers an obligation upon unbelievers "wp 
to hear and atrend 1 it for theſe ends. If the 


ſeriptures were written that we might believe 
e Thar 


1 29 1 


| that Jeſus is the Chriſt, and that faith cometh 

= by hearing the word f God, that is, if God 
makes uſe of his word written and preach- 
ed as an inſtrument by. which he prepares 
ſinners for, and produces faith in. them; 
then ſurely it is their duty to be active in 
attending to it---the one neceſſarily infers 
the other for it is impoſſible in the nature 
of things that the word ſhould have any 
beneficial, much leſs ſaving effect, unleſs we 

read and hear it, and conſider the nature, 

evidence, and moment of its truths with 
W awakened attention. -----Why 1 is the conduct 


* 


of the Bereans in giving a ready and dili- 


gent attention to the ſcriptures and the 
preaching of Paul, commended by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt as more noble than the behaviour 
of others who refuſed to attend? Is it not 
6 becauſe the former did right, did as they 

W ought to do; whereas the latter acted a ve- 


ry wrong and wicked part? And yet both 


| % in Chriſt ; for the faith of the Bereans was 
che conſequence and not the principle of 
their attendance to the word.-----To con- 
dlude this argument, all thoſe commands of 
Þ he Bible which require ſinners to believe 
Mm and repent, do virtually enjoin upon them 
1 [ phe ule of thoſe.” edn; in and by which _ 
I _ thele 


the one and the other were deſtitute of faith 52 


© 
theſe graces are communicated and obtains 
ed---a requirement of the end certainly in- 
cludes a requirement of the neceſſary 
 means---and ſince the means are and mult 
be previous to the end, ſinners are therefore 
bound to ſuch an attendance on the one, 
as does not imply or ſuppoſe the other; for 
It is contrary to common ſenſe to ſay, they 
are bound to uſe means in order to an end, 
and yet they muſt firſt be in poſſeſſion of 
the end, before they are to uſe the means; 
that is, they are obliged by divine com- 
mand to have and to exerciſe faith and re- 
pentance, as the means of obtaining faith 
and repentance ! Does not every rational 
mind inſtantly ſee that ſuch a direction or 
requirement would perfectly contradict and 


deſtroy itſelf? We therefore conclude from 
the whole, that when unregenerate ſinners 


are engaged in a diligent and ſerious atten- 


dance to the inſtrumental duties of chriſti-, 


anity, they may be ſaid in the language of 
the text, 10 do that which is right in the 7 gb 
: 5 the Lord. 


I now proceed according to the propo- 


ſed method, to conſider and attempt to ob- 


viate ſome of the principal objections to the 
foregoing doctrine. 


ONE of the main objeclions again it is, 


f chat it is inconſiſtent With the ſcriptural ac- 
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to which, human nature by and ſince the 
fall is wholly corrupted ; and conſequently, 
all the actions proceeding herefrom muſt be 
totally wrong and evil; and are fo repre- 
ſented throughout the ſcriptures. To this 


I anſwer, far be it from us to deny, or in 
the leaft to detract from the total depravity 
of man as ſtated in the ſcriptures----we rea- 


dily allow that all the principles. of unre- 
| newed nature are corrupted. - But in what 
does this corruption of hum 


conſiſts, ſtrictly ſpeaking, in the loſs or ab- 


ſence of that principle of true holineſs which 


it originally poſſeſſed. As Preſident Ed- 


E wards obſerves upon this ſubject, When 
God made man at firſt, he implanted in 
him two kinds of principles. There was 
an inferior kind, being the principles of 
mere human nature, ſuch as ſelf- love, 


K 


« 


with thoſe natural appetites and paſſions, 


* 


may therefore be called natural principles. 


A 


or Principles left his heart ; and the infs- 


* 
— 0 
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eount of man's total depravity; according 


nature con- 
ſiſt? Not ſurely 1 in any poſitively evil prin- 
ciples infuſed into it by our Creator; but it 


which belong to the nature of man ; which 7 


Beſides theſe there were ſupernatural prin- 

ciples, which ſummarily conſiſted in di- 
vine love---theſe were given to poſſeſs the 
7 © throne. When man ſinned, theſe ſuperi- 


, 
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** rior ones, which were given addy to ferve3 
*« being left alone and to themſelves, became 


« of courſe reigning principles, and abſo- 


« late -maſters of the heart.” According 
to this account, which ſeems very rationab 
12 ſcriptural, the preciſe notion of man's 


depravity by and ſince the fall, is the lofs or 


privation of the ſupernatural principles of 


holineſs-our natural principles are not ſims 
ply and poſitively evil in themfelves conſis 


dered; but are corrupt becauſe they have 
no principle gf divine love to govern and 
controul them in themſelves conſidereds 


khey are innocent, neceſſary, and uſeful-— 


they are the gift and work of God, who im- 
planted them in the human conſtitution for 
wiſe and good ends, and who conſtantly ſup- 


ports and. actuates them in all their exerci- 
ſes by his concurring almighty influence 


he likewiſe addreſſes to them in his word, 


and operates upon them by his ſpirit--the 

whole proceſs of this divine agentꝰs opera 
tions upon the minds of ſinners in awakens 

ing, exciting; aſſiſting them, is by working 
upon their natural principles (as indeed 


there is nothing elſe in them on which he 


can operate;) which would be a direct 


prompting them to ſin, if theſe ſprings of 


action, and their exerciſes, were eſſentially 


evil in themſelves : on indeed on this ſup- 
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polici6ti; ay! direct tetideney' of. Tenewing 
grace would be to kill and deſtroy all the 
principles, of nature fuch as a Ueſire of hap 

piueſs and averſion to miſery, that Rab 
affection; tigenuity;' gratitude; Thame; and 
even that natural cotiſeienoe or moral ſenſe, 
which the Unregenierate are conſcious of 


thefe would all be couttteraQted and gradu- 
ally rooted but of our ature by fanetifiea. 


tion, or the x prevalence” of real goodneſs: it 


the heart, if abſolucely-and poſitively evi * 


but ſince this is certainly not the caſe in 
fact; ſince true grace far from extinguiſh _ 
ing, rectiſies and regulates theſe principles 
of nature; and makes them ſubſer vient to 
tlie higheſt end of our being, we may aſl. 
faredly conclade; that they are in them- 
ſelves; not ſinful, but lawful; and confequent- | 


| ty, the actions prompted by them ate not evil, 


confidered merely as proceeding from theſe 
ſourees: but on the contrary; When a fin- 
ner performs the matter of what God has 


commanded, being prompted to it by ſome 


of the innocent principles juſt mentioned; 


all the fin adhering: to the performance lies 


in want of a governing principle of holi- 
Reſs. the action is not a direct exerciſe of 


Expreſſion of moral depravity ; for this is 


not the principle which prompts him to it in 


the caſe ay would haye done the 
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e 16 he had irn free from mo- 
ral depravity. It is: true, ly Ge ſtill an ha- 
bitual enemy to God in his heart; but he 
does not act out this enmity in the preſent 
| Inſtance : even as thoſe who. are at heart 
| friendly t to God, yet do not exerciſe and 
expreſs this divi ine. Tfriendſhip in every in- 
ſtance of their conduct-ſo far from it, that 
not a few of their thoughts, words and ac- 
tions, are dictated by remaining ſinful cor- 
ruption, and ſo are not good but evil : 
like manner ſome of the exekciſes of unre- 
newed habitual. ſinners. are not. poſitively 
evil; but in themſelves. lawful. and right; 
as proceeding not from the preſent impulſe 
of wicked temp but from the. dictates of 
natural conſcience and felf-preſervation, 
from a ſtrong conviction of truth, duty and 
N excited by the holy Spirit of God. 
On the whole then, though unregenerate 
men, being deſtitute of holy principle, are 
incapable of any exerciſes which are really 
holy, or ſpiritually good; yet we ſee there 


are other principles ſtill ſubſiſting in depra- h 


ved human nature, which aided by com- 
mon grace, may lead and excite them to 
ſuch a performance of commanded duty 
as is not in itſelf ſinful (chough eſſentially . 
defective) but in ſome Oran e 
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2 >ofFo: it is further objected, that 1 1 is hs 
end which denominates the action; and as 
the unregenerate always act for a wrong 


end, all they do muſt be wrong and ſinful. 

g I anſwer, it is not true that the w HOLE 
g moral good or evil of an action lies in the 
end of the agent in doing it----for it has 

f been ſhewn that our moral obligations ex- 

? tend to the matter of our actions as well as to 
F their ends; that we are under law, and ac. 
f countable to God for what we m as well 

; as for our intention in doing it: to ſup- 

f poſe otherwiſe would directly lone to that 

: abſurd and wicked tenet of popiſh Jeſuits, | 
. That a good end will fanctify the moſt ir- 
: regular means, that it is a lawful and boly ac- 
tion to lie for the glory of God, &c.---Nei- 

| ther is it true that the unregenerate always 


act for a wrong end, I mean wrong in itſelf 
conlidered----their ends indeed are always 
finfully defective; but this is very different 
from their being poſitively wicked---the end 
which a ſinner aims at, when he ſeeks to 
eſcape miſery and obtain happineſs, is not 
evil in itſelf, but only by way of defect ·—— 
| ſinners are warranted, required, urged by 
God himſelf 3 in his word to chuſe and ſeek 
life, to flee from the wrath to come, and the 
| like-—this'thew is an end which they may 
 apd ought tO. aim at in cheir religious per- 
7088 | | tormances 


88 


Gamancemand; when they do what God Z1 


has commanded from a ſcrious regard tq 11 
this,, they do right; they obey che dictates P 
both of reaſon and revelation ; and their ſin | te 
in this caſe lies wholly in the want of A c: 
ſupreme reſpect to God's, which ought tq A 
have been their governing aim. Which a 
leads to A 7 
TrrkD OBJECTION : Man by che fall o 
has become wholly ſelfiſh---Self-love is na- If 


turally his higheſt, his ſole principle of ac ff p 
tion---Now ſelßſuneſs is in its very nature 


enmity to God and univerſal Being, and || v 
conſequently all! its exerciſes and fruits mul Ky 
be wholly ſinful. | t 

ANs. I here 1 is 2 1 difference between 0 


ſelf-love and ſelfiſhnels. Self-love, properly I 2 
ſpeaking, is neither more nor leſs than a þ 
benevolent affection to ourſelves, a diſpoſi. Ya 
tion to ſeek our own bappineſs eit is 8 | £ 
principle inſeparable from all reaſonable 4 
_ creatures, who are capable of reflecting up- f 
on themſelves and their own intereſt or hap- || + 
pinels; b they cannot but deſire and purſue 
this intereſt according to its apprehended- 5 
_ worth or importance to themſelves ; I lay, e 
its worth To. THEMSELVES ; for every rati- 
onal creature has a diſtin private ſelf, and 2 

a perſonal intereſt which is unſpeakably i im- 
Poftant to him © as an individual, however 0 

rrifling * 


triting it be * with, or as it · reſpects 1 
the intereſt of univerſal Being. When 
properly contemplate my own perſonal in. 
| tereſt, through the whole of my exiſtence, J 
cannot but feel towards it as an object of 
very great moment and worth to myſelf ; N 
and I] feel it to be right and a duty to at: 
tend to it and ſeek it as ſuch. Every man 
ought to view himſelf as ſuſtaining. a two». 
fold capacity; the one private, the other 
public ; in the firſt, he is to ſeek his own 
happineſs as a perſonal good; a good, which — 
would be very valuable to him thou gh there 
were no ſyſtem with which he ſtood connec- 
ted :---in the laſt, he is to ſeek the. public 
intereſt of the univerſe, and his own only 
as included in it; and in ſeeking his own 
happineſs in this view, he acts wholly from 
general benevolence to the ſyſtem: it there- 
fore ſeems to me a great abuſe of words 
to ſtile that love which the good man has 
for himſelf as A PART OF THE WHOLE, by 
the name of ſelf-love ; for it is no other than _ 
love to the whole ſyſtem : whereas ſelf-love 
is that natural and reaſonable affection which 
every human creature feels for himſelf and 
his own happineſs in his private capacity; 
and which indeed ſeems neceſſary to con- 
Ii ſtitute a moral agent, as without it the ſanc+ 
1 tjons of Jo, e in rewards and pu- 
. niſhments 15 
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| niſhments ahnend to obedience and difs3 
bedience, could have no influence. If A- 
dam in ihnocence had not a love to himſelf 


and his own happineſs as his own, he could 


not have been influenced by the- promiſe of 


life and threatening. of death, any more 
than if they had been made to ſome other 
being; nor any further than they affected 
the intereſt of the whole ſyſtem. | In this 


view, all the promiſes and threatenings of 


the Bible, as containing perſonal benefits 
and evils, are ſo many motives addreſſed to 
ſelftlove, and conſequently preſuppoſe. and 
prove its exiſtence, innocence, and uſeful- 


neſs. It is therefore a very great error to 


confound ſelf-love with ſelfiſhneſs; for this 
implies in it not merely a ea to our- 


ſelves, but a criminal difenard) to others---= 
it excludes true good willto all other beings 


in the univerſe bur my felf---So that to ſay a 
man is ſelfiſh, is to ſay he loves himlelf ox L Ys 
without properly feeling or caring for any 
one elſe. The wicked ſelfiſhneſs then, which 


there is in natural men, does not conſiſt 


1 in loving themſelves; for this is in- 
nocent and right; but in being deſtitute of 


proper afföctien to ther beings, or in ſet- 
ting up themſelves and their own intereſt as 


SUPREME: and when this ſelfiſh ſpirit'1 is the 


1 en principle of their actions ; when 
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they naſe Had, own. priyate. intereſt. i in 


oppoſition to the known willh aud honor of 


God or intereſt; of, their fellow: TIRE 0 


chat their conduct. directly expreſles, ſuch 


oppoſition, ; ſuch actions are undoubtedly: 


ſinfal, as being the poſitive. exerciſes, and 
fruits of a ſelfiſh. wicked heart. But when ; 
the ſinner. is prompted to action merely by 


his natural good- will to himſelf; when from | 
an awakened ſenſe of the importance of his 

eternal concerns he attends: the means or 
performs the external duties God, has pre- 
ſeribed, with a view to eſcape miſery and 


obtain e in the world to come; ; ſuxe- 


ly. this is not a direct exerciſe of that wick 
edi ſelfiſlmeſs which 1 is enmity to God and 
his creatures---here is no expreſſion of diſ- 


regard to other beings :----common. ſenſe at 
once ſees and feels the difference between 


the two caſes now ſtated it inſtantly pro- 
nounces the ſinner's S, conduct in the former 
caſe, entirely ſelfiſh and criminal ; -but.in the 

latter ſuitable: and right and indeed, if 
| the finner's exerciſes and their prompting | 
principle, were. equally ſelfiſh and wicked 

in the laſt caſe as in the firſt, a principle of 
true benevolence implanted in regenerati- 


on, would equally tend to the ſuppreſſion 


of both: but inſtead of this, the regenerate 


man is prompted *. his beneyolence to the 
Lame 
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OO — TOO ——̃ — — an 


tural principle of - good will to himſelf, by 
. which the inner is influenced to theſe duties: 


led to a new and governing principle of hos 


the exerciſes of it. This objection may fart 


| ty good nor evil, yet the exerciſes of them 


Rite external is with tliole of tlie Hanes * 
laſt mentioned-all the differerice 18, the naz 


is in the ſaint not deſtroyed but ſibordina 


y love, und has a ſecondary influence thts 


ther be anſwered by denying. that the unres | 
generate act wholly from ſelf- love. Thers 4 
are other principles of action equally eſſen || - 
kial to human nature with this ; ſuch as rea, J 


| fon, conſcience, kind affection to relatives; 3 
a difpofition to friendſhip, natural compa} || 
Lion, "defire of eſteem &c. theſe ſurely-are net 
the ſame'thihg with ſelflove, nor can they | 
be fairly reſolved into it. And „ 
ſome of them may not be of the moral 
kind, yet farely man as a+ rational, moral 
agent muſt be accountable for the manner 
in which he indulges and exerciſes even the 


Joweft- affections of that nature with whiekt 
God has entraſted him; ſo that though the 
affectlons themfelves may be neither moral 


are certainly ſubject to the authority of the 
divine law; and many actions prompted by 


them are fuck ! as natural conſcience and the 


revealed rule of duty enjoin 1 GON. 
5 and fo are e morally right. 5 
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3 A Fot RT H OBIECT ION to the doctr ine 
May be ſtated thus -The Bible makes it 
the 1MMEDIATE duty of ſinners to repent 


of fin and accept of Chriſt and ſalvation's 
whereas the above doctfine by teaching 
chat ſome duties are required of them, 


which they muſt and can do before faith 


and repentance, excuſes them from their 
obligation to repent and believe xow, and 


allows them to continue enemies to God 
and Chriſt a little longer, till they have 
gone through a ſeries of 8 : 


mph | F ö 
Bur this eibabsg, howeyir plauſible, 


will, think, appear fallacious and incon< 
eluſive, if we conſider, (T.) The different 
views under which the ſcripture repreſents | 
faith and repentance j which are ſometimes 
fpoken of as duties for us to perform ; af 
other times as gifts of divine grace. If 
we conſider them as duties required of us, 
it is granted to be the preſent duty of eve- 
ry hearer of the goſpel to repent and be- | 


lieve: but when we confider them as gifts 


of God, it appears highly proper and in- 
eumbent upon every one to ſeek to Him 
for the beſtowment of them; and therefore 
the immediate obligation of finners to ex 
erciſe faith and repentance conſidered as 
Auries, is no argument that it is not t duty | 
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for them to uſe means before and in order 


to obtain theſe graces, conſidered as gifts 


of God. Hence (2.) There is a diſtincti- 


zon to be made between what God requires 
of us as ſtrict duty, and as means of ob- 
taining his bleſſings. Perfect love and obe- 
dienee to God is our preſent and perpetu- 
al duty; and as ſuch is enjoined in the di- 
vine law---but this is not preſcribed to any 


of our fallen race as the means of ſalvati- 


on. Again, faith, repentance, ſincere love 
and obedience, are the immediate duty of 
ſinners, and as ſuch are required by the 


precepts of the goſpel : but then theſe 


FRINGE are not eee of them as means 


mere . rp 


for this would be a Jownrlght ce 


tion. We have before ſhewn that ſome _ 
things are preſcribed to ſinners in ſcrip- 
ture as means neceſſary and conducive to 


their firſt obtainivg faith and holineſs : and 


though it. be their preſent duty to attend 


theſe preſcribed means in an holy manner, 


yet they are not required to do thus as the 
way to obtain a holy principle : but when 
theſe things are enjoined on them under 
the notion of means, the primary intenti- 
on of ſuch directions is that they ſhould 


attend them in the beſt manner they are 


able, antecedently to true faith and holi- 
J ae nan 


"x WW 1 
neſs; as is evident to common ſenſe.----- 
(3.) The reaſoning ſtated in the objection 
proves too much, and therefore proves no- 
thing: for if the immediate obligation of 
ſinners to believe and repent, is a proof 
that nothing is or can be duty ſhort of re- 
pentance and faith, then it will equally 
follow, that fince ſinleſs perfection is our 
immediate duty, therefore nothing ſhort of 
this is or can be required and accepted by 
God. If to require ſomething of ſinners 
that is ſhort of ſaving faith, excuſes them 
from their preſent obligation to believe, 
then by parity of reaſon for God to re- 
quire and accept imperfe& holineſs from 
men is to exempt them from their obliga- 
tion to perfect love and obedience---fo that 
this objection militates equally againſt both 
regenerate and unregenerate duties in this 
ſtate of imperfection.— (4) There is till 
a further fallacy couched in the objection ; 
for it implicitly takes it for granted that 
becauſe a believing, penitent, holy heart is 
our immediate duty, therefore nothing can 
be preſent duty which does not imply or 
flow from ſuch a heart: but tbis conſe- 
quence does not follow; for we have ſhewn 
that there is a diſtinct and immediate ob- 
ligation lying upon ſinners to perform the 
external acts which God has enjoined, as 
FT. Es well 
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fat them to uſe-means before and in order 
to obtain theſe graces, conſidered as gifts 


of God.-----Hence (2.) There is a diſtinQi- 
on to be made between what God requires 
of us as ſtrict duty, and as means of ob- 
taining his bleſſings. Perfect love and obe- 
dienee to God is our preſent and perpetu- 
al duty; and as ſuch is enjoined in the di- 
vine law---but this is not preſcribed to any 
of our fallen race as the means of ſalvati- 
on. Again, faith, repentance, ſincere love 
and obedience, are the immediate duty of 
ſinners, and as ſuch are required by the 
precepts of the goſpel : but then theſe 
things are not required of. them as means 
of obtaining faith, repentance, and love; 
for this would be a downright contradic- 
tion. We have before ſhewn that ſome 
things are preſcribed to ſinners in ſcrip- 
ture as means neceſſary and conducive to 
their firſt obtainivg faith and holineſs : and 
though it. be their preſent duty to attend 


theſe preſcribed means in an holy manner, 


yet they are not required to do thus as the 
way to obtain a holy principle: but when 


theſe things are enjoined on them under 


the notion of means, the primary intenti- 
on of ſuch directions is that they ſhould 
attend them in the beſt manner they are 
able, antocecently; to true faith and holi- 


neſs 
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meſs; as is evident to common ſenſe. 
(3.) The reaſoning ſtated in the objection 
proves too much, and therefore proves no— 
thing: for if the immediate obligation of 
ſinners to believe and repent, is a proof 
that nothing is or can be duty ſhort of re- 
pentance and faith, then it will equally 
follow, that ſince finlefs perfection is our 
immediate duty, therefore nothing ſhort of 
this 1s or can be required and accepted by 
God. If to require ſomething of ſinners 
that is ſhort of ſaving faith, excuſes them 
from their preſent obligation to believe, 
then by parity of reaſon for God to re- 
quire and accept imperfect holineſs from 
men is to exempt them from their obliga- 
tion to perfect love and obedience---{o that | 
this objection militates equally againſt both 
regenerate and unregenerate duties f in this 
ſtate of imperſection.—( ) There is ſtill 
a further fallacy couched in the objection; 
for it implicitly takes it for granted that 
becauſe a believing, penitent, holy heart is 
our immediate duty, therefore nothing can 
be preſent duty which does not imply or 
flow from ſuch a heart: but this conſe- 
quence does not follow; for we have ſhewn 
khat there is a diſtinct and immediate ob- 
ligation: lying upon ſinners to perform the 
external acts which God has enjoined, as 
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well as to do them with a good heart. the 
divine commands conſidered as declarations 
of duty, equally oblige them to both : and 
their non- compliance with one part of the 
obligation, binding them to exerciſe a ho- 
ly principle, does by no means vacate the 


other, which binds them to the preſent per- 

formance of external commanded duties; 

nor does God by now requiring the latter, 
in the leaſt give up his preſent demand of 
the former; unleſs any will ſay that theſe « 
two parts of duty are ſo inconſiſtent with | 1 

each other, that both of them cannot be || t 

c 


performed or juſtly required of ſinners at 
the ſame time; which would be highly ab. 
ſurd. -(.) Thoſe very commands which 1 
make it the preſent duty of the hearers of || £ 
the goſpel to believe and repent, infer an || f 
obligation on them, as we have already: || © 
noted, to do whatever is neceſſary on their a 
part in order to a compliance with it, If. 
_ Theſe commands being founded on the | e 
mediatorial plan of mercy, are deſigned to | ft 
-excite and encourage ſinners to ſeek that | fc 
| © grace which may enable thein to a ſaving | 1y 
=. compliance; and not to put them upon a || ol 
yain and hopeleſs effort to believe of them || g1 
ſelves, independently of ſpecial grace; which | th 
would turn the goſpel into meer, rigid law, | 
inſiſting on the performance of preſent du- | tz 
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ty, but offering or conveying: no grace to 


encourage and enable them to it, and here- 


by as effectually cutting them off from ſal- 


vation, as the law of ſinleſs perfection : 


whereas the goſpel is wholly deſigned for 
the relief and ſalvation of ſinners, and 
therefore calls them to faith and repent- 
ance, not merely as preſent duty, but as 


the appointed medium of their ſalvation ; 
and accordingly it provides and directs 


them to ſeek, in the way of its appoint- 
ments, that grace, whereby they may prac- 
tile theſe great evangelical duties, and ſo 
obtain eternal life. But this leads to a 
FftrTH OBIECTTON, which is as follows. 
Unregenerate ſinners never really ſeek: the 
grace and ſalvation offered in the goſpel--- 
for their hearts are wholly and conſtantly 


| oppoled bo this ſalvation, and to the graces 


and duties connected with it---there is there- 
fore no kind of ſincerity in their pretend- 


ed uſing of means in order to them. 


ſhort, all their religious profeſſions and per- 
formances, are abominable hypocriſy and 
lying; as carrying in them a falſe pretence 


of ſome reſpect to God, or deſire of his 


grace, when there is 5 nothing of n in 
their heart? 
ANSWER, (I.) The obj YR Gown i, 


take it for granted, that - external . 
0 
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of religion are appointed and required by 
Jod, and to be uſed by us only as ſigns of 
a pious reſpect to him, and a holy deſire of 
the bleflings of his grace: from whence it 
is concluded, that the unregenerate in pre- 
tonding to uſe theſe, outward ſigns, while 
de titute of the things ſignified and profeſſ- 
cd by them, are chargeable with wicked 


falſhood and hypocriſy. But if theſe ex- 


ternals are duties in themſelves conſidered, 

and are alſo preſcribed in the goſpel as 
meaus for the obtainment of true grace, as 
well as fit ſigns to exprels it when obtained, 
as we have endeavored to prove; it will 
ſollow that when ſinners attend theſe in- 


ſtrumental duties, ſuch attendance does not 


neceſſarily imply a falſe pretence or ſhew of 
ſomething which is not in their hearts---for 


ſurely the profeſſed uſe of means in order 
to an end, does not carry in it a pretence 


of being now in poſſeſſion ot the end which 


1s ſought ! 1 grant, it carries in it a pretence 
of deliring it; for there can be no propri- 


ety or ſincerity in profeſling to ſeek what 


we in no ſenſe with to obtain. I therefore 
add (2.) Sinners may in ſome ſenſe really 
deſire the grace and ſalvation of the goſpel. 


There is indeed, a deſire of grace and ſal- 


vation, which implies, and is itſelf an exer- 
cle of grace---I mean, \ when theſe ſpiritual - 


| bleſſings 
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bleſſin gs are deſired for their own ſake, from 
a direct perception and reliſh of their holy 
beauty and excelleney. Now though the 
unregenerate do not fee this divine glory of 
the goſpel and its offered bleſſings, ſo as tru- 
ly to deſire them in this view ; yet they may 
and often do perceive ſuch a ſuitableneſs in 
them to their wants and cravings as ration- 
al and fallen creatures, as excites in them 
ſtrong and earneſt deſires to obtain them. 
For inflance, the ſinner who has a lively 
and diſtreſſing ſenſe of guilt and divine 
wrath, cannot but ardently deſire the bleſſ- 
ings of forgiveneſs, and peace with his Ma- 
ker :---the ſinner who believes in a future 
_ everlaſting ſtate of happineſs or miſery, and 
has an awakened ſenſe of his own concern 
in it, cannot but earneſtly deſire to obtain 
the one and eſcape the other. I may add, 
an unregenerate perſon may in a ſenſe real- | 
ly deſire a renovation of heart from ſin to 
holineſs---he may deſire it from a ſtrong 
_ conviction that his whole true happineſs as 
a rational and immortal creature depends 
upon it- he may ſee and feel that the pre- 
valence of unholy tempers and ſinful luſts 
is equally deſtructive of his preſent peace 
and future hopes---his moral ſenſe alſo may 
fo ſtrongly reprobate his preſent vicious af- 
fections and. e as highly unreafona- 
., ble 
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ready anſwered in our reply to the third 
objection, yet for further illuſtration let me 
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ble and deformed, and recommend the con- 


trary as ſo fit and beautiful, as to inſpire re- 
al and ſtrong deſires to be delivered from 


the one and reſtored to the other -for as 
there is a natural beauty in virtue, diſtin& 
from ſpiritual holy beauty, and a correſ- 


pondent deformity 1 in vice; fo there is in 


the minds of ſinners in general a moral 
ſenſe or taſte, which immediately approves 
and is pleaſed with the former, but views 
the latter with painful diſguſt ; which ap- 


probation and diſguſt frequently excite an- 


ſwerable defires to obtain or avoid their re- 
ſpective objects. We fee then that ſinners 
may in ſome ſenſe deſire, and ſo may real- 

ly and fincerely ſeek the benefits of the goſ⸗ 


pel in the uſe of appointed means. But 


you will aſk what is this ſincerity ? Is it 
not a merely ſelfiſh buſineſs ? or at beſt a 
mere effort of nature, which neceſſarily ſeeks 
its own pre fervation and welfare; and ſo 
has nothing in it either morally good or 


evil ?----Though theſe queries have been al- 


add (3) There is a moral ſincerity in diſ- 


tinction from gracious ; as the learned and 


orthodox have almoſt univerſally allowed. 


Says the great Edwards before mentioned, 
There is ſuch a thing as what may be call- 
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e ed a möral ſincerity, in diſlinction from | 


&« ſaving, in many moral things ; as in loving 
« our friends and neighbors, 1 in loving our 
country, in a conſcientious care to do 
10 many duties, in being willing to take a 
„great deal of pains in religion, in being 
10 forry for the commiſſion of ſuch and ſuch 
acts of wickedneſs &c.” And I may add, 
in profeſſing or expreſſing both in words 
and actions, ſome regard to God, his autbo- 
rity and commands, ariſing from a convicti- 
on of his majeſty and power, his right to 
govern his own creatures, and the equity 
and fitneſs of his requirements ſuch pro- 
feſſions and exerciſes imply a real regard to 
God in ſome reſpect, and real deſires and 
endeavours to obey bim, in oppoſition to 
meer pretence ; and therefore. are morally 
ſincere.------ But be 
Ir is objected i in the ſixth place, that mo- 
ral goodneſs is the ſame thing with holineſs; 
and "that between this and ſin there is no 
medium: the beſt exerciſes therefore of ſin- 
ners, being confeſſedly deſtitute of the leaſt 
degree of holineſs, are not morally good, 
but evil. 
© ANSWER, (I.) The S frequently 
and plainly ſpeak of a goodneſs i in moral 
actions diſtin& from true holineſs ; for they 
expreſaly BY: of one and another unholy 
= 5 perion, 
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perfon, that they did RIGHT, WELL; acs 
CORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF THE 
Lok; that they did ſuch things as he in 
ſome refpect APPROVED and rewarded ; that 
ſome of their conduct was NOBLE, and the 


like.----(2.) Our common reaſon and moral 


ſenſe concur with ſcripture, in pronouncing 
fome actions right and good in themſelves, 


as being ſuitable to the nature and relati- 
ons of ſuch creatures as we are, as natural. | 
ly tending to the good both of the agent 


and the ſpecies i in general, and as being fit 
waysof expreſſing a good heart. When the un- 


regenerate there fore chuſe and perform ſuch 
actions as are thus fit and good in their own . 
nature, their choice and act though not ho- 


ly are yet morally good----For (3.) The pre- 


_ciſe notion of moral goodnels 1 is a confor- 
mity to that law to which as moral agents 
we are ſubject or ſtand related. conſequent- 
ly every act of the will which is in any re- 
ſpect conformable to this law, is in that re- 


ſpect morally good, though it may be ſo 


_ deficient in other regards that it cannot be 
| denominated holy. Hence (4.) The afler-, 
tion that there is no mediui between ho- 
line and ſin, as urged in the objection, 
| ſeems to be either impertinent or untrue. 
If it means that all our exerciſes are either 
holy or not holy, this is extremely true, but, 
f makes nothin Sg agua our doctrine : for we 
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have ſhewn that an action may be deſtitute 
of true holineſs, and yet be conformed to 


the rule in ſome reſpects, and ſo in a parti- 
al view may be good: which is the , Caſe 
with the beſt exerciſes of the unregenerate, 
In ſhort, though every exerciſe of a moral 
agent may be holy or ſinful on THE WHOLE, 


or viewed in ALL its circumſtances ; yet 


there ſeem to be two claſſes of actions, which 


conſidered 1N THEMSELVES form a medium 
between both; I mean, thoſe which are in 
themſelves right or materially conformable 


to the rule of duty, and thoſe which are of 


an indifferent nature, that is, in themſelves 

neither commanded nor forbidden no] 
many of the exerciſes of ſinners fall under 
one or the other of theſe denominations; 


and therefore the aboye aſſertion as N . 


to ſuch acts, is not true, 


LASTLY, it is objected. that our doctrine 


leads to dangerous conſequences ; that ic 


tends to blind men's eyes to their real ſin 


fulneſs and miſery, to nouriſh their pride 8 
and ſelf. righteouſneſo, to ſtrengthen their 


falle hopes, and in a word, to give them 


quiet of mind ſhort of Chriſt and true ho- 
lineſs. . 

ANSWER ; Our Jadtrins does not tend to 
blind men's eyes to their real ſinfulneſs and 
: miſery"; for 1 it allows be total depravity of 


man 
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man as tated in the Bible, and as it * 
peen generally. underſtood in the chriſtian 
church. it allows the beſt exerciſes of na- 
tural men to be deſtitute of holineſs, and | n 
that they are continually to blame for not || tc 
having and exerciſing a holy principle in I fi 
all their actions, and in ſhort, for every. de- n 
fect, omiſſion, and exerdſe which is contra; | x1 
Ty to the divine law. It has therefore in || P 
it every deſirable advantage for impreſſing 
a conviction of ſin on men's conſciences.--- 
| It allo directly tends to engage them to a 
diligent attendance to the means of inſtruc- 
tion and conviction, which is ſurely the moſt 
likely way to obtain a true knowledge and 
ſenſe of their character and ſtate : whereas 
the oppoſite doctrine, by teaching that they 
are not bound by any command to attend 
theſe means while unregenerate, and that 
ſuch attendance is wholly ſinful, directly 
tends to diſcourage and hinder them from 
it, and to quiet chews | in a careleſs neglect 
of all the means of conviction and duties of. 
-religion---yea, it tends to confirm them in 
the moſt preſumptuous and ruinous courſes 
of wickedneſs, not only as this is the natu- 
ral conſequence of ſuch neglect, but as it 
leads them to think that all external actions 
as performed by them, ſtand upon the ſame 
8 . footing. z are equally And Wholly vicious, ; 1 
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and in themſelves conſidered are all equal- 
n ly and perfectly indifferent. I know it is 
- | faid, this doctrine, that the unregenerate do 
d nothing but ſin in all their exerciſes, tends 
to awaken in them ſuch a ſenſe of their aw- 
n ful guilt and miſery, as will make them ear- 
* | neſt and engaged in the ule of means; and 
5 || that nothing elſe will bring them to this, 
But is it not highly abſurd to fay, that thoſe 

will be excited to the greateſt earneſtneſs in 

attending means, who are convinced that 
their ſo doing 1 is wholly ſinful, and who at 
the ſame time have an awakened and diſ- 
treſſing ſenſe of ſin, in its unreaſonableneſs 
and deformity, and its deſerved and terri- 
is | ble conſequences ? will not ſuch a ſenſe na- 
59 | turally and powerfully deter them from ven- 
d | turing upon that which they view iu a light 
at | ſo dreadful? And will-it not be impoſlible 
y | to perſuade them in ſuch a caſe, that they 
have any reaſonable encouragement to uſe 
means, that is, to commit fin, as the way to 
obtain divine mercy and eternal life? If 
ſuch perſons then are engaged to an earneſt | 
attendance on means, muſt it not be ſaid 
that they are led to it by ſuch a ſtrong ſenſe 
of duty and intereſt as for the preſent gets 
the better of their profeſſed ſpeculative be- 
lief, and impels them to act directly contra- 


impartial 


i tg, i [Tp Theſe 7: hogs conſidered, let the 3 
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| — judge which doctrine throws ths 


greateſt obſtacles in the way of conviction 
of ſin. But this matter will receive {till 


further light in our replies to the other 


charges ſtated in the objetion----Therefore 


(2.) Our doctrine does not nouriſh pride and 


ſelf-righteouſneſs : for though it aſſerts that 


- the unregenerate may in ſome reſpects do 


right, yet it aſcribes this to a divine prevent- 


Ing influence aſſiſting and prompting them 


to it though it aſſerts they do well in at- 


tending God's appointed means, yet it is far 
from dir ecting or encouraging them to this 
attendance under the notion of atoning for 
their gullt or recommending themſelves 

hereby as ſuitable or worthy objects of divine 

_ favour, or entitling themſelves to any cer- 
| tain promiſe of ſalvation or ſpecial grace; 


or as if theſe performances had any true ho- 


lineſs in them, or any efficacy in themſelves 


to produce or acquire it, or would in any 


mealure compenſate the want or anſwer in 
the room of it----How then does it feed a 
proud and ſelf- righteous ſpirit? Will it be 
ſaid that to direct ſinners to do duties be- 
fore faith under any notion whatever, is in 


effect to encourage them to depend on their 


own righteouſneſs ; ; as they will naturally 


and unavoidably put an undue truft in ſuch 


doings, and fo will be led away further from 
Chriſt 
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Chill and goſpel grace ? * this is farely 
a great miſtake, to ſuppoſe a ſerious and ear- 
neſt attendance. on appointed means. tends 
to ſtrengthen a ſpirit of proud ſelf· depend- 
ance ; for the very reverſe is the truth- -an 


earneſt attention, for inſtance, to the word 


of God, to the ſpiritual and extenſive re- 
quirements of the divine law, to the ſoul - 
humbling and God-exalting doctrines of the 
goſpel; directly tends by the divine bleſſing, 
to beat down the ſelf-rig hteous confidence 
of ſinners, by giving them a juſt and affecting 
view of the error, ſinfulneſs, and danger of 
it, and the reaſonableneſs and neceſlity of 
their humbling themſelves at God's feet. 
An engaged attendance on the means of 
light and grace tends alſo to keep the conſci- 
ence more wakeful and ſenſible, and ſo pre- 
vents its reſting or truſting in duties in this 


way too ſinners are led to make a thorough 


experiment of their own ſtrength and righ- 
teouſnels; by earneſtly exerting the one, and 


flying to the other for relief: and as no- : 


thing teaches like experience, they are here- 
by more effectually taught than ever, that 
their own ſtrength is but weakneſs, their 
righteouſneſs but filthy rags, their hearts 


exceeding vile and -hard, and every refuge 8 
ſhort of Chriſt deceitful, and vain. Tis 


therefore quite a een notion (ſays Mr. 
e 


TY 


Edwar ds) that wink entertain; that the 


more they do, the more they ſhall depend 


on it : whereas the more they do, or the 
more thorough they are in ſeeking, the leſs 
will they be likely to reſt in theik doings, 


and the ſooner will they ſee the vanity of 
all they do. So that perſons will tee: 


ingly miſs it, if ever they neglect to do any 
duty cither to God or man, under a notion 
of its expoſing them to truſt in their own 


_ righteouſneſs.” In ſhort, thoſe are uſually 


moſt under the power of a ſelt-righte6us 
ſpirit, who go on in a careleſs neglect, or 
a ſlack and dull performance of the duties 


of religion. But to ſay, that tlioſe means 
and endeavours which God has prefcribed 
for the convidion, humiliation, and con- 


verſion of ſinners, cannot be uſed by them 
in any caſe without promoting pride and 


ſelf. dependence, and ſo oppoſing and help- 
Ing to fruſtrate the very deſign of their ap- 
Pointment, is a high reflection on the divine 


wiſdom in preſcribing them. - What has 


been ſaid may help us to conclude (3.) That 
our. doctrine does not tend to ſtrengthen the 
5 falle hopes of men and ſo give them peace 
ſhort of Chriſt and real holineſs: for we 
have ſeen that the genuine influence of it is 
to demoliſh thoſe vain hopes which ariſe 

7 from Ignorance, error and pride ; which ; 
= a Rm are 
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ſtrength or goodneſs. 


1 37 | 


are built on a falſe conceit of their own 
To which let me 

add, our doctrine carefully diſtinguiſhes be- 
tween moral goodneſs and ſpiritual, between 

the beſt exerciſes and attainments of natu- 
ral men, and thoſe which imply true grace 
or holineſs; which directly tends to alarm 

and convince all forts of ſinners and hypo- 
crites, and daſh to pieces their brighteſt 
hopes. There is reaſon to think that thou 
ſands are daily and fatally deluding them- 
ſelves by miſtaking the effects of common 
grace, and thoſe religious exerciſes which. 
are good in themſelves, for true goſpel- ho- 
line. Now our doctrine ſtrikes at the root 
of this deſtructive error, by ſhewing diſ- 
tinctly how far men may go in that which 
is truly right, and yet be deſtitute of a per- 
fect or renewed heart; by ſhewing that per- 


ſons utterly void of holineſs, may be and 


have been the ſubjects and agents of many 


things both internal and external, whichthey 
were conſcious were not poſitively evil, but 2 


in fome important reſpects good; and there- 


fore that ſuch experiences and exerciſes are 9 4 
no evidence of faving grace, or juſt foun- - 5 
dation of hope. 
view of things tend to ſearch and gere "3 : 


How powerfully does g 


every ſpecies of ſelf-deluſion, to kill ever 1 
falle . to hinder the ſinner from reſtiny ** 


and all their exerciſes together into ons pro- 


ciſes and aims, I certainly f 


in any thing ſhort 9 true faith nd holineſs. 
Whereas the contrary. doctrine by denying 
any thing to be right ſhort of real holineſs, 


and by confounding all unregeneratę men 


miſcuous maſs of abominable ſelfiſhneſs and 
wickednels, has a direct tendency toftrengthy 
en multitudes in a falſe an ſoul-deſtroying 
| hope----it naturally leads many a ſinn r to 
reaſon and conclude thus in his own favog || * 
« If all the unregenerate world are thus . 
directly ſelfiſh and wicked in all their exer: 
not belong 


b 

4 fi 

to that claſs, for my conf lefice bears wit= V 
n 

f 

1 


nſtances 
done right, have acted from a different and 
better principle than direct enmity to God 
and the univerſe. If natural men are guil- } * 
ty of abominable hypocriſy and mockery .in | « 
| 
{ 


nels for me that I have in dome ws 


all their religious ſervices, I may comforta- 
bly conclude that I am not of that number 1 
for I feel and know that I have been and 
am engaged and earneſt in the duties of 
religion, from a deep conſcientious ſenſe 
of moral obligation, and a real and ſtrong 
deſire to obtain divine mercy and grace, In 
ſhort, if there be no medium between holy 
exerciſes and thoſe which are poſitively ſin- 
ful, 1 muſt conclude that mine in ſome in- 
ances are realty holy; 7 for * am ſure that 
ſome 
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ſome of the relies of my a a) nes. 
tions of my life are not morally evil.” Thus 
this docrine tends to lead thouſands of 
wretched ſinners into the falſe concluſion, « 
that they are in a converted and ſafe eſtate : 
and others who are not ſtrengthened by it 
in ſuch a deſtructive hope, "with yet feel 
themſelves ſo much injured by the unjuſt. 
repreſentation it gives of. human depravity, 
as will tend greatly to prejudice their minds 
againſt the real truth in this matter, and 


bar them againſt that conviction of their 


ſinfulneſs which is juſt and neceſſary---- 
Whereas our doctrine; if untrue, could have 


no worſe effect, than to lead ſome into a 


falſe conceit of a partial moral goodneſs in 
ſome of their exerciles, which however, they 
are taught to view as falling eſſentially ſhort 
of ſpiritual Having goodneſs and ſo not at 
all to be reſted in as any evidence or ſecu- 


rity of their ſal yation a very harmleſs miſ- 


take this, compared with that which fixes 
ſinners down in a falſe conſidence that they 
are in a regenerate ſtate, and ſo gives them 
reſt ſhort of ſaving converſion and holineſs! 
LEr me then, as tlie proper IMPROVE» 
MENT on” the Whole, caution all who hear 


Selten, * er ee theſe religious e EX 


Per jences and 4 erformances which. are com- : 


T 


N \ : Xx * 
a 1 
98 on C I 
4 22 


= * a - * 4 
W 25 6 te Ren +, 
* ne” 1 1, 1 CN 2 


* 4 % 
"mY . 


05 . | 
| patible with an untgnewed mind, for G igns 
of ſaving grace. If, you find yourſelves 
| . - geffitute of that pen feelcheart, that DIVINE 
* Love, which diſcriminates. the real chriftiats 
from all other characters, reſt not a moment 
© ſuch a ſtate ; but earrieſtly ſetk that new 
| Heart which God alone can give, and for 
Which he will be enquired of by yok To this. 
e ene: attend all the inſtituted means-of cons 
; viction and converſion- read, ; hear, medix 
tate, pray compare your hearts and lives 
With the Bible----But do not, place theſe en 
[ _ deavours.in.the-room of Chriſt's righteous 
| neſs, or to. reſt in them as to deft che end 
- of: their appointment but attend divine ins | 
1  Pitations with a defire of obtaining that | 
1 8 ; , light and influence Which e lead 3 
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7 the Aria: lou ies 855 ease, ant ikis flak : 
1 ming: texrors f= Hell, all: conſpire.*ig/rge 
| nate ale attention” to theſe? things: 
A N will goon in a careleſs i: rd: fi. 
1 "Hal negleft:6f them, your bloe c ll; be ups 
EK _. OY vr O n heads-and God WII Be ful 
1 and glort Sin: your age gravated atick eker 
Z nal ruin. Svwrive then, immediately And ear 
; . 3 dbl, ſtrive to enter in. at the! ſtrait gate £: ; 
Þ bor behold now*s the - "04 eine Us. 
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| par with an unrenewed mind, for F igns 
of ſaving grace. If, you find yourſelves 
_ deſtitute K. that perfect heart, that DIVINE 
4 LOVE, which diſcriminates the real chriſtian 

from all other character s reſt not a moment 

in ſuch a ſtate ; but earneftly ſeek that new 
heart which God alone can give, and for 


which he will be enquired of by Y To this 


end attend all the inſtituted means of cons | 


viction and converſion---read, ; hear, medi- 


tate, pra- compare your hearts and lives 8 
with the Bible----But do not place theſe en- 


deavours in the room of Chriſt's righteouſ- 


neſs, or fo reſt in them as to defeat the end 
ok ther appointment- but attend divine in- 
ſtitutions with a deſire of obtaining that 
further light and influence which may lead 


you to a ſaving cloſure with the Redeemer. 


the alluring: Blovies of Heaven, and the fla 


mige late attention to theſe things: 
And if öh will go on in a careleſs ald fs 


Hal neSlett: of them, your blood will; be ups 


on yourrοα⁹ĩ]ẽ/sũm heads. aud God will be J. {+ 


and gloricuùs in Your aggravated and eter- 


a neſily ſtrive to enter in at the- ſtrait gate 
for behold now*ss the accepted th eme . behold Nour 
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14 the day of Jalvation.— "WM 2/6 
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The authority and grace of. the infinite God; 
the worth of your perifleing immortal ſouls; _ 


ming: terrors 'of Hell, all conſpire. to urge 
Four imiht 


nal ruin. Strive then, immediately and ear- '| 


